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Dear Parents and Carers,
Summer Term is here! We are becoming historians once again as we learn all about the Pharaohs. Let’s travel back 5000 years to ancient Egypt, cruising along the Nile and entering a world of mysteries, curses and mummies. This half term, we are going to learn first-hand about the gruesome, yet fascinating, process of mummification. We’ll write a report about Howard Carter’s famous discovery and use different sources to research Tutankhamun’s tomb. We’ll also consider whether it was right to open Tutankhamun’s tomb, or whether it should have been left as it was. Our work will inspire us to write some exciting Egyptian mystery stories and the internet will provide us with information to make fact files. We’ll draw Egyptian artefacts in detail, focusing on symbols and design features. Studying historical sources will help us learn more about the Pharaohs, the Egyptian gods and ancient religious beliefs. 
Our novel study is ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class,’ written by Onjali Q.Rauf. On a perfectly ordinary school day, something extraordinary happens: a boy with pale skin, lion eyes and a tattered red rucksack walks in. Unable to speak English and seated at the back of the class, Ahmet is a refugee who’s run away from a war. But Ahmet has captured the attention and empathy of a fellow classmate, who will do anything to help him find his family. Even if that involves a plan - or five, and the Queen herself!
In RE, the children will be learning about Christianity. The big question being, ‘How do rites of passage shape the lives of different Christians?’ Children will develop an understanding about what rites of passage a religious person might experience making connections and links between the different world views they have been studying this year. Children will revisit previous learning of the Christian faith exploring the importance of baptism, the symbols of baptism and what they represent. 
Science, this term is all about ‘Properties and Changes of Materials’. Children will build on their knowledge of the various properties different materials have including exploring thermal conductions and solubility. We will also explore ways we can separate mixtures and learn more about reversible and irreversible changes.
HOMEWORK:
Homework will continue to be daily, set on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. Please do encourage the children to come and see us if they do not understand something as we can set some 1:1 time aside to ensure they do.
READING:
As always, daily reading is an essential part of any child’s learning, not only will it develop their language, thus improving their writing, but also it supports children’s knowledge and development of punctuation. 15-20 minutes a day is sufficient and perhaps encouraging your children to read as part of their night-time routine would guarantee consistent reading.
PE:
PE will be on a Tuesday and Thursday at school, so please send children dressed in their kits.
MUSIC:
In Music, we will be exploring a new unit of work about Sea Shanties. The main piece we will focus on ‘What shall we do with the drunken sailor?’ We will sing the song expressively, learn a cup rhythm and create body percussion patterns to accompany our singing. 
COMPUTING:
This term, pupils develop their knowledge of selection by revisiting how conditions can be used in programs and then learning how the If… Then… Else structure can be used to select different outcomes depending on whether a condition is true or false. They represent this understanding in algorithms and then by constructing programs using the Scratch programming environment. They will use their knowledge of writing programs and using selection to control outcomes to design a quiz in response to a given task and implement it as a program.
CONTACT:
As always, between us, we are in school every morning and after school every afternoon, should you wish to see us. If we can help with anything, please do ask - we will always do our very best to support you and your children.
Mrs Merry and Mrs Willans
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