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Leafield C.E. Primary School
The Green, Leafield, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX29 9NP			
Tel: 01993 878273
Email: office.3124@leafield.oxon.sch.uk
Web: www.leafield.oxon.sch.uk
Head Of School: Mrs Rhiannon Abberley                                                                                                   Be kind, be curious, be you!

Dear Parents and Carers,	
Welcome back everyone! I hope you all had a lovely and restful Easter break and are feeling ready for the term ahead. We have an exciting few weeks coming up, including our much-anticipated residential trip, along with plenty of new learning, challenges, and fun opportunities. I’m really looking forward another fantastic term in Donaldson Class.
Topic: Coastlines 
This term, the children will be exploring coastlines, beginning with a hands-on investigation of maps, globes and atlases to locate seas and oceans around the world, including those surrounding the United Kingdom. They will learn that the UK is made up of several islands, giving it a long and varied coastline. Using maps, the children will identify and label the different bodies of water around the UK.
As the topic develops, the children will explore the features of coastlines, thinking about their own experiences of visiting the seaside and identifying what they have seen. They will learn to distinguish between physical features, such as cliffs and beaches, and human features, such as piers and harbours. Finally, the children will apply their learning creatively by designing their own coastal town, choosing a location in the UK, describing its key features, and considering how visitors can stay safe while enjoying the coast.
Literacy
In Literacy this term, the children will continue to build on their phonics knowledge, using what they’ve learned to become more confident and independent readers. They will be practising how to blend sounds to read new words and applying this knowledge in their writing as well. We will also focus on reading comprehension, encouraging children to talk about what they read, make predictions, and answer questions to show their understanding of different texts. In writing, we will be developing sentence structure, helping children to write clear and complete sentences using capital letters, finger spaces and full stops.
Science: 
In Science, the children will be exploring plants through hands-on investigation both in and out of the classroom. They will begin by observing and photographing a wide variety of plants around the school grounds, including garden plants, wild plants, and different types of trees. Using identification resources, they will learn to name what they find and choose one plant to study closely over time. The children will develop their understanding of plant structure by learning about the different parts of plants and trees, and they will apply this knowledge by drawing and carefully labelling their own chosen plant using observation.
As their learning develops, the children will explore how plants change across the seasons, with a particular focus on how they grow and develop from winter into spring. They will discuss key vocabulary and observe real-life changes in the environment. The children will also investigate how new plants are formed by exploring seeds and bulbs, sorting them in different ways and identifying patterns. By the end of the topic, they will have built a deeper understanding of plant life cycles and will revisit their chosen plant to consider how it grows and reproduces, recording their findings throughout the project.
RE: 
In RE, the children will explore the importance of rules and why they are needed in different areas of life, such as school, home and wider society. They will discuss who creates rules, whether they are always fair, and how they help people to live and work together. Through thoughtful discussions and activities, the children will consider ideas such as the ‘Golden Rule’ and imagine what life might be like without any rules at all, helping them to reflect on right and wrong.
The children will then learn about rules within Judaism, focusing on the Ten Commandments and the story of Moses receiving them. They will explore how these laws guide the lives of Jewish people and consider whether they are easy or difficult to follow. The children will also be introduced to other important rules, such as food laws, and reflect on how beliefs influence daily life. Throughout the unit, they will compare different types of rules, discuss their effectiveness, and develop their understanding of fairness, responsibility and moral decision-making.
PE 
PE will take place on Friday with Mr. Andrews.
Forest School 
This term, we will be taking part in Forest School sessions every Wednesday afternoon. Please ensure your child comes to school dressed appropriately for the weather, with suitable clothing and footwear (e.g. waterproofs, wellies, hat). 
Art & Design
In DT, the children will explore beach huts, learning about their purpose, features and design. They will begin by looking at images and discussing where beach huts are found, what they are used for, and why they are often brightly coloured. Using the correct vocabulary, the children will label and describe key features, before exploring how beach huts can be used. 
The children will then move on to designing and making their own model beach huts. They will develop design criteria, create detailed plans, and share their ideas with a partner. Using a range of materials and tools, they will learn and apply techniques such as strengthening, scoring and joining to build a sturdy structure. As they create their final models, the children will be encouraged to be creative, make improvements, and add decorative details. Finally, they will evaluate their finished beach huts, reflecting on how well their designs meet the intended purpose.

Homework
Homework will continue to be set on Fridays and is due the following Wednesday. Regular reading is encouraged and reading books will be changed on a Thursday. If you have mislaid your reading diary, please let us know and we can replace it. 
Keeping in Touch
If you ever have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me via the school office or catch me for a quick chat at drop-off or pick-up time.
I am looking forward to another fantastic term. 
Kind Regards,
Megan Ledbetter 
Donaldson Class Teacher
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