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Be kind, be curious, be you!

Friday 25th April 2025
Dear Parents/Carers, 
[bookmark: _Int_xCo0sD4Q]Welcome back to Murphy Class! We hope you had a happy and restful Easter. We are really looking forward to an exciting and busy term ahead! As a school, we are very pleased to welcome Miss Natalie Townsend to the Murphy Class team. She joins us with lots of Early Years experience and we have already begun working closely together to ensure the best learning experiences for the children in Murphy Class. She will be in school on Thursdays and Fridays, so do come and introduce yourselves this week at the gate.

Timetable changes
We have made some changes to our weekly timetable, so please note the following:

	Day
	Clothing
	Things to bring
Daily: water bottle, book bag and sun hat

	Monday
	Normal school uniform
	

	Tuesday
	Normal school uniform
	

	Wednesday
	Outdoor Learning: Wear home clothes including trousers and long-sleeved top. Bring waterproofs and a sun hat
	Homework and reading books

	Thursday
	Normal school uniform
	

	Friday
	PE: wear PE kit 
	Show and Tell If they wish to, children may bring one item (that fits in their book bag) linked to our current topic
Homework and reading books will be sent home



Our Topic 
This term, our topic is ‘Dangerous Dinosaurs’ and we think the children are going to love it! We’ll be finding out about their features, diets, habitats and how they compare to animals in our world today. We know that some children are already dinosaur experts, so we’ll be building on their knowledge with new vocabulary and encouraging them to explore areas of interest further. Have a look at the Knowledge Organiser (on our class page of the website and in with this week’s home learning) for more details about the topic. 
We have a very exciting trip planned to All Things Wild on Wednesday 6th May to enhance the children’s learning. Please see the separate letter for more details, including drop off and pick up from Charlbury train station on the day.

After the half term break, we’ll be moving on to our next topic: Big Wide World. We’ll explore why dinosaurs became extinct, which mammals, fish and reptiles survived and how they relate to animals today. We’ll share further details of this topic in the coming weeks.
Throughout the summer term, we will be working closely with the teachers and support staff in Donaldson class to make sure that the children are ready and prepared for their transition to Year 1. 
Outdoor learning and PE
As always, we will continue to be outside every day, so please provide wellies and a waterproof coat every day, plus a sun hat. If the sun is out, please apply sun cream before school – preferably one which lasts all day, or ensure that your child is able to apply sun cream independently. A change of clothes (especially socks and shorts/trousers/skirt) should be left at school, as the children do love water play and messy activities! For girls wearing skirts, please ensure that they wear shorts underneath, to protect their modesty.
Outdoor learning sessions will now be on Wednesdays, led by Mrs Percy. Please make sure your child comes to school wearing clothing suitable for these sessions (please avoid fancy dress outfits/skirts/tutus, etc as they can get caught on branches and equipment). It is imperative that long sleeves and trousers are worn to prevent bites, stings and/or scrapes that may occur whilst out and about. Appropriate waterproofs, wellies/ trainers or sun hat (depending on the weather) should be provided in a named rucksack or bag, along with a water bottle. We can then help the children to add any additional clothing items as required, before we leave school. 
Miss Townsend will support Mr Andrews, our sports coach, in leading PE sessions on Fridays, developing ball skills further and doing athletics to prepare for Sport’s Day. Children should come to school wearing their PE kit for outdoor activities on a Friday.

Phonics, reading and Home learning
We are so proud of how well the children are progressing with reading and applying their knowledge in writing too. Thank you for your support. This term, we will be learning and consolidating ‘special friends’ which make one sound (called digraphs/trigraphs, for example oo and air). These will be added to their pack of sounds as the children learn them. If your child has lost their sound card pack, please let us know, as a few unnamed sets have ended up at school.
 
We will continue to send home Read Write Inc books each week. We will have read one of them in class across the week and practised writing skills alongside each story. They may whizz through the book at home, but be assured that this is a good thing! The more children become familiar with words they see repeatedly, the more words they will recognise without having to decode them. It’s lovely for them to be able to share and celebrate their learning with you at home too. They will also bring home a ‘book bag book’, which will enable them to use their phonic skills in different contexts.
Changeover days for reading books will be Wednesday, with new books sent home on a Friday

We will continue to send learning activities home every Friday, to be returned by the following Wednesday. As before, we’ll give you some prompts to talk about what we’ve been doing in class that week, with some activities and questions to consolidate this learning. How they choose to complete the activities can be left up to them – it might be they wish to chat about their ideas, draw or paint a picture, take a photo, or maybe even build or create something! We are encouraging them to apply their writing skills, to have a go at writing some words or phrases themselves. We continue to support early writing by asking them to listen for the sounds they can hear in words using ‘Fred Fingers’ before having a go at writing them, rather than giving them the correct spelling. For example, meat might be m-ee-t, noise spelt as n-oy-s as these are the sounds we’ve learnt so far that they can hear in the word! We encourage children to use word mats for topic words – the Knowledge Organiser sheet will be helpful for this. 

Maths
This term, we will begin by recapping pairs of numbers that make 10, then exploring 3D shapes, thinking about their features and properties and looking for real-life examples in the world around us. The children will also extend their knowledge of shapes in general, by finding and identifying the 2-D shapes on the flat faces of 3-D shapes. We will also have fun developing spatial reasoning skills too, by deciding which 3D shapes are better suited to building certain types and sizes of structures. Following on from this we are going to be perfecting our knowledge of copying, repeating and creating more complex pattern sequences. 
Later in the term we will be focusing on numbers up to 20 and beyond. We will think about useful strategies, patterns and resources we can use to help us build and recognise larger numbers. As the children become more confident with numbers beyond 11, we will practise counting on and back from different starting points and state what number comes before or after another number.  This will ensure that the children’s confidence with number order and sequencing continues to grow. We will then start to introduce mathematical ‘stories’  using the ‘first, then and now ’ model, to help with adding and taking away amounts in real life contexts. 

Show & tell
This will now be on Fridays. We will continue to give the children an opportunity to share something from home with their classmates. As before, please can this item be linked to our topic. They do not need to bring something every week!  It is also helpful if you can chat about the item, so they are ready to share in interesting fact or story about it in class. Thank you for your support.

We are really looking forward to the coming term. If you have any questions at all about anything or wish to arrange a meeting to talk about something in more detail, please feel free to contact us via the School Office.

Many thanks, 


Mrs Percy & Miss Townsend
Murphy Class Teachers
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