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Be kind, be curious, be you!

Tuesday 2nd June 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,  
Welcome back to Murphy Class! We hope you had a happy and restful half-term break. We have a fun-filled final term ahead, where we will be continuing to work closely with the teachers and support staff in Donaldson class to make sure that the children are ready and prepared for their transition to Year 1. More details will follow soon regarding ‘shuffle up’ days later in the term.
Our Topic 
This term, we’ll be focusing on our new topic - Big Wide World. There is lots of scope for delving into the geographical features of our amazing world, as well as the more cultural and community elements – thinking about the different environments, habitats, cultures, languages, and religions that build up our diverse, global society. The children will explore the countries, seas and continents that make up our world, using globes and maps to help them and will investigate how the climate and weather varies depending on location. By finding out how climates and weather differ across the world, we can then explore the variety of habitats that exist and investigate which animals and plants live where and why. 
For the last part of the term, we will be getting creative with a Puppets and Pop-ups mini-topic. The children will learn all about different puppets, how they are made and how they can be used in performance and storytelling. The children will have lots of opportunities to design and make their own puppets, maybe to retell some of the global stories we discover in the Big Wide World topic!

Outdoor learning
We will be continuing our outdoor learning sessions on a Wednesday afternoon, led by Mrs. Percy. The sessions will take place in either the woods, Leafield play park or the school garden. Please make sure your child comes to school wearing clothing suitable for outdoor learning sessions:
·  long sleeves and trousers must be worn for the sessions to prevent bites/stings or scrapes that may occur whilst out and about). If your child comes into school wearing shorts and a T-shirt on a Wednesday morning, please ensure they have a pair of long trousers and a long sleeve top to change into, for the afternoon session.
· bring appropriate waterproofs, wellies/ trainers, or sun hat - depending on the weather. 
· please provide these in a named rucksack or bag. 
As always, we will continue to be outside every day, so please provide a waterproof coat every day, plus, a sun hat. If the sun is out, please apply sun cream before school – preferably one which lasts all day. A change of clothes (especially underwear/socks and shorts/trousers/skirt) should be left at school, as the children do love water play and messy activities!
P.E. 
The children loved PE with Mr Andrews last term and these sessions will continue on Fridays this term. Our focus will be on team games/skills and athletics (developing and refining running, jumping and throwing skills), in preparation for Sports Day later in the term. Sessions will usually be outside so they will need to have suitable clothing, depending on the weather.

Maths
For the first part of this term, children will refine their number knowledge and continue to explore the concepts of early addition and subtraction. We will consolidate quick recall of number facts, such as doubles, and pairs of numbers that make 10. 
Later into the term, we will work on the concept of mapping. We begin with the first step - spatial reasoning i.e. replicating scenes in the small-world area, to develop children’s thinking as to where objects are in relation to each other. By doing this, they will gain an idea of scaling to size and recognising where to place objects, thus, enabling them to visualise in our minds-eye, how simple scenes are laid out. They will practise visualising from different perspectives and verbalising this, by describing scenes using positional language. Finally, we will have lots of fun exploring real-life maps and creating our very own, with our newly-gained mapping skills!
As the term draws to a close, we will be recapping the key learning from over the year. We will be providing opportunities for the children to apply their knowledge and skills in problem solving activities, allowing them to develop their critical thinking skills in interesting and creative ways. As always, and most importantly, our Maths will be hands-on, practical, and fun!
 Home learning 
Please note the change of days for this term. Activities will now be sent home every Wednesday, to be returned by the following Monday please. As before, we’ll give you some prompts to talk about what we’ve been doing in class that week, with some activities and questions to consolidate this learning. How they choose to complete the activities can be left up to them – it may be that they wish to chat about their ideas, draw or paint a picture, take a photo, or maybe even build or create something! We are encouraging them to apply their writing skills, to have a go at writing some words or phrases themselves. We continue to support early writing by asking them to listen for the sounds they can hear in words using ‘Fred Fingers’ before having a go at writing them, rather than giving them the correct spelling. For example, meat might be m-ee-t, noise spelt as n-oy-s as these are the sounds we’ve learnt so far that they can hear in the word.
Phonics and reading
We are so proud of how well the children are progressing with reading and applying their knowledge in writing too. Thank you for your support. This term, we will be consolidating all they’ve learnt this year and building speed and fluency in their reading - encouraging them to use ‘Fred in your head’ as much as possible, to recognise and quickly read familiar words and common exception words (‘red words’). 
We will continue to send home a Read Write Inc book each week. We will have read these in class across the week and practised writing skills alongside each story. They may whizz through the book at home but be assured that this is a good thing! The more children become familiar with words they see repeatedly, the more words they will recognise without having to decode them. It’s lovely for them to be able to share and celebrate their learning with you at home too. They will also bring home another Read Witting Inc book, which will enable them to use their phonic skills in different contexts.
Show & Tell 
It has been lovely to see the children watch and listen to their friends talking about an item which is special to them. Talking in front of a group takes a lot of confidence, and equally, listening carefully to a speaker and then asking relevant questions is an incredibly tricky skill to learn! We are so proud of all of Murphy class for their enthusiasm, patience and listening abilities with this activity – it has been fabulous to see how much their confidence has grown throughout the year. Show and tell will continue this term on Fridays; if they can choose something that is linked to either of our topics – perhaps a photograph, postcard or souvenir from another part of the world, or a puppet, that would be fantastic! Alternatively, we always love to hear about their achievements and things they are proud of outside of school too.

We are really looking forward to the coming term. If you have any questions at all about anything or wish to arrange a meeting to talk about something in more detail, please feel free to contact us via the school office.

Many thanks, 
Mrs Percy and Miss Townsend
Murphy Class Teachers
[image: A close-up of a medal

Description automatically generated][image: A close-up of a logo

Description automatically generated]'I pray that you will be rooted and established in love.' Ephesians 3 verse 17.



image1.emf



image2.jpeg




image3.tiff
- ODST
/ Oxford Diocesan
Schools Trust





