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Leafield C.E. Primary School
The Green, Leafield, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX29 9NP			
Tel: 01993 878273
Email: office.3124@leafield.oxon.sch.uk
Web: www.leafield.oxon.sch.uk
Head Of School: Mrs Rhiannon Abberley                                                                                                   Be kind, be curious, be you!

Dear Parents and Carers,	
Welcome back! We hope you all had a wonderful and relaxing May half term break. Last term was absolutely fantastic and packed with memorable experiences, from exciting outdoor learning opportunities and exploring the coastline to our incredible residential trip, which was a real highlight of the year. The children demonstrated enthusiasm, resilience and teamwork throughout, and we were so proud of everything they achieved. As we begin our final term together, we have plenty to look forward to, including Sports Day, Shuffle Up Days and a range of exciting new topics to explore in class. We can't wait for another fun-filled and successful term.
Topic: Rio de Vida 
As part of our learning about Brazil, the children will explore the vibrant celebrations of the Rio Carnival. They will reflect on their own carnival experiences, discussing how the music, colours and atmosphere made them feel, and expressing their ideas through drawing and writing. We will listen to traditional samba music, identify different percussion instruments and experiment with creating our own rhythms using a range of instruments.
The children will also learn how music and movement are an important part of carnival celebrations by practising dance movements and moving to the beat of samba music. To further immerse ourselves in Brazilian culture, we will make and taste traditional Brazilian celebratory treats, comparing them to cakes we may be more familiar with. Our exciting topic will culminate in a class carnival, where the children can showcase their learning through music, movement and celebration.
Literacy
In Literacy this term, the children will continue to build on their phonics knowledge, using what they’ve learned to become more confident and independent readers. They will be practising how to blend sounds to read new words and applying this knowledge in their writing as well. We will also focus on reading comprehension, encouraging children to talk about what they read, make predictions, and answer questions to show their understanding of different texts. In writing, we will be developing sentence structure, helping children to write clear and complete sentences using capital letters, finger spaces and full stops.
Science: Animals
In Science this term, we will be exploring the fascinating world of animals. The children will learn about what makes an animal, discover the different parts of animal bodies and compare them to humans. We will investigate how different body parts help animals survive and find out about the six main animal groups by sorting and classifying a variety of animals based on their features.
As our learning develops, we will also explore what animals eat and learn the meanings of the terms carnivore, herbivore and omnivore. Through discussions, videos and practical sorting activities, the children will investigate how animals are adapted to their diets and even consider where humans fit within these groups. This exciting topic will help children build their scientific vocabulary while developing their observation, questioning and classification skills.
RE: 
In RE this term, the children will be exploring the question, ‘What questions do stories in the Bible make us want to ask?’ We will begin by thinking about familiar stories and the messages they teach us before moving on to stories from the Bible. The children will learn that the Bible is the holy book of Christians and discover some well-known stories from the New Testament. Through discussion, drama, role play and questioning, they will explore what these stories can teach us about kindness, friendship, helping others and making good choices.
The children will investigate parables such as The Good Samaritan and The Lost Sheep, considering the messages Jesus wanted people to learn from them. They will also explore some of Jesus' miracles and discuss why these events are important to Christians. Throughout the unit, children will be encouraged to ask thoughtful questions, share their own ideas and reflect on the meaning of the stories. By the end of the topic, they will have developed a deeper understanding of how stories can teach valuable lessons and inspire people in their everyday lives.
PE 
PE will take place on Friday with Mr. Andrews.
Forest School 
This term, we will be taking part in Forest School sessions every Wednesday afternoon. Please ensure your child comes to school dressed appropriately for the weather, with suitable clothing and footwear (e.g. waterproofs, wellies, hat, suncream etc.)
Art & Design
In Art this term, the children will be exploring the fascinating world of still life artwork. They will study the work of famous artists, learning how these artists used colour, shape and composition to create their paintings. The children will develop their observational skills by discussing, evaluating and sketching artwork, as well as experimenting with colour mixing to match the shades and tones used by different artists.
As the topic progresses, the children will explore a range of everyday objects, investigating their colours, textures, patterns and shapes through drawing and painting activities. They will then use these skills to create their own still life compositions, carefully arranging objects and making artistic choices about colour and layout. The unit will end with a classroom art gallery, where the children will display and evaluate their finished pieces, celebrating their creativity and developing confidence in talking about art and the work of others.
Homework
Homework will continue to be set on Fridays and is due the following Wednesday. Regular reading is encouraged and reading books will be changed on a Thursday. If you have mislaid your reading diary, please let us know and we can replace it. 
Keeping in Touch
If you ever have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me via the school office or catch me for a quick chat at drop-off or pick-up time.
I am looking forward to a brilliant final term.  
Kind Regards,
Megan Ledbetter 
Donaldson Class Teacher
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