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Dear Parents and Carers,
We cannot believe that we are now in our final term of the academic year, and the last 7 weeks of the Year 6’s primary journey. We have quite a busy term ahead of us with transition days, sport’s day and the KS2 production.
Blackman class are becoming artists this term. We’ll talk about features of different artwork and sketch our favourite pieces. We’ll research important artwork of the 19th and 20th centuries online, choosing a favourite piece of art to describe in more detail. Using maps, we’ll locate art galleries around the world. When we’ve gathered a range of materials, we’ll make beautiful sketchbooks and use them to collect ideas and inspiration. We’ll create pieces of art inspired by well-known artists and use search engines to source images of modern art to put into a digital portfolio. Art can affect our feelings and emotions, and we’ll investigate whether everyone responds in the same way. We’ll also use found objects to create a surreal sculpture.
We will continue with our novel study, ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class,’ written by Onjali Q.Rauf. Unable to speak English and seated at the back of the class, Ahmet is a refugee who’s run away from a war. But Ahmet has captured the attention and empathy of a fellow classmate, who will do anything to help him find his family. Even if that involves a plan - or five, and the Queen herself!
In RE, the children will be learning about Christianity. The big question being, ‘Does Wisdom look the same for every Christian?’ Children will develop an understanding of what wisdom means and question where they go for wisdom, who they consider to be wise and whether they think wisdom is important. They will compare and explore a wide range of parables that Jesus told, identifying the wisdom in each. 
In Science this term, we will be continuing our learning about ‘Properties and Changes of Materials’. We will build on our learning on properties of materials last term and continue looking at different ways we can explore and separate mixtures. We will also learn more about reversible and irreversible changes and do lots of practical investigations to deepen our understanding and improve are ‘working scientifically’ skills.
HOMEWORK:
Homework will continue to be daily, set on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. Please do encourage the children to come and see us if they do not understand something as we can set some 1:1 time aside to ensure they do. It is very important that children complete the homework and bring it back into school the following day. Not only does this support the learning they are doing in school, but it helps them to develop the right habits for secondary school and builds independence and responsibility. The homework tasks we set should never take longer than 10 minutes. Please do speak to one of us if you have any questions regarding the homework being set.
READING:
As always, daily reading is an essential part of any child’s learning, not only will it develop their language, thus improving their writing, but also it supports children’s knowledge and development of punctuation. 15-20 minutes a day is sufficient and perhaps encouraging your children to read as part of their night-time routine would guarantee consistent reading.
PE:
PE continues to be on Tuesday and Thursday at school, so please send children dressed in their kits.
MUSIC:
Blackman Class will be becoming songwriters this term. We will explore improvisation and play around with pitch and rhythm to create a strong song ‘hook’. We will listen to and appraise songs and analyse the structure of them whilst appreciating the role of metaphor. This will lead onto us creating our own songs and exploring ways to play music alongside our lyrics and tune. We will also use some of our music sessions to practice the songs for our performance. 
COMPUTING:
This term, we will continue our work on selecting different outcomes in Scratch. We will then move onto exploring micro:bits to challenge ourselves and our coding skills. 
CONTACT:
As always, between us, we are in school every morning and after school every afternoon, should you wish to see us. If we can help with anything, please do ask - we will always do our very best to support you and your children.
Mrs Merry and Mrs Willans
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